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ABSTRACT  ARTICLE INFO 
While the curriculum faces challenges in disseminating and utilising knowledge, it 
has led to transformative and empowering experiences for teachers and students. 
This study aims to identify the challenges encountered in implementing effective 
strategies and to explore teachers' strategies for addressing them. Integrating 
social studies into the Kurikulum Merdeka presents challenges and benefits, 
emphasising the importance of teacher preparedness. Teacher preparedness and 
continuous training are crucial for the successful implementation of the Kurikulum 
Merdeka, ensuring it meets the diverse needs of students and prepares them for 
global challenges. This research uses a qualitative case study approach. Findings 
reveal three primary challenges: teacher competence, student characteristics, 
policies, and access to direct learning resources. These challenges can be 
addressed through strategies such as enhancing teacher capabilities through 
training, workshops, seminars, and discussions with other educators. Additionally, 
teachers provide motivation, individualised support, and supervision for students. 
Teachers can also foster creative learning environments to support adequate social 
studies education.  
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ABSTRAK 
Meskipun kurikulum menghadapi tantangan dalam penyebaran dan pemanfaatan pengetahuan, penerapannya telah 
menghasilkan pengalaman yang transformatif dan memberdayakan bagi guru serta murid. Penelitian ini bertujuan 
untuk mengidentifikasi tantangan yang dihadapi dalam penerapan pembelajaran yang efektif serta menelaah strategi 
guru dalam mengatasinya. Integrasi pembelajaran IPS dalam Kurikulum Merdeka menghadirkan tantangan sekaligus 
manfaat, yang menekankan pentingnya kesiapan guru. Kesiapan dan pelatihan berkelanjutan bagi guru menjadi faktor 
kunci dalam keberhasilan implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka agar mampu memenuhi kebutuhan beragam murid dan 
mempersiapkan mereka menghadapi tantangan global. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan 
pendekatan studi kasus. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan tiga tantangan utama, yaitu kompetensi guru, karakteristik 
murid, serta kebijakan dan akses terhadap sumber belajar langsung. Tantangan tersebut dapat diatasi melalui strategi 
seperti peningkatan kemampuan guru melalui pelatihan, lokakarya, seminar, dan diskusi dengan sesama pendidik. 
Selain itu, guru memberikan motivasi, pendekatan individual, dan pengawasan kepada murid. Guru juga dapat 
menciptakan lingkungan belajar yang kreatif untuk mendukung pembelajaran IPS yang optimal. 
Kata Kunci: kurikulum merdeka; pendidikan IPS; strategi guru; tantangan pendidikan 
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INTRODUCTION 

Social studies is a multifaceted field that integrates various disciplines such as history, 
geography, civics, and economics to foster critical thinking and social understanding 
(Pakiding et al., 2025). The term "Social Studies" was formally introduced in 1916 by the 
Social Studies Committee of the U.S. Education Department, though it was initially revised 
in 1892 to shape national understanding. In Indonesia, social studies should be taught 
systematically, comprehensively, and in an integrated manner, enabling students to gain a 
deeper understanding of related fields. Social studies is a subject that integrates key 
concepts from the social sciences and humanities, including sociology, history, geography, 
economics, law, and culture (Noviyanti et al., 2024). 

The meaning of integration in social studies lies in the interconnectedness of various aspects 
and materials within the essential competencies of social studies. This integration aims to 
make social studies learning more meaningful, effective, and efficient (Maulinda, 2022). The 
primary goal of social studies is to prepare students to be informed, rational, and responsible 
citizens who can navigate and contribute positively to a diverse, democratic, and 
interconnected world (Fauzi & Hajaroh, 2023). Social studies education effectively integrates 
with other subjects and connects to daily life, enhancing students' understanding and 
engagement with real-world issues. This interdisciplinary approach helps students develop 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and civic responsibility (Escala et al., 2024). 

However, the concept and purpose of social studies education have not been fully realised. 
Each subject in social studies has not been prioritised within a unified whole, leading to 
fragmented implementation. Consequently, social studies is often taught separately in 
schools. Schools tend to place excessive emphasis on academic content mastery and 
disciplinary approaches, while providing insufficient understanding of the ecological, social, 
economic, and political contexts in which the learning process takes place (Meyer & Norman, 
2020). 

Despite its potential benefits, social studies education has not fully achieved its 
transformative objectives, as curricular elements often fail to develop students’ societal 
awareness, relevant knowledge, and problem-solving skills. Research indicates that its 
effectiveness is shaped by multiple interrelated factors (Sisay & Teferi, 2025). An integrated 
approach to social studies is considered effective in fostering connections between concepts, 
enhancing student engagement, addressing complex social issues, and developing 21st-
century skills (Olovsson, 2021). Although the level of integration may vary, it is important 
to note that the instructional content selected by teachers generally remains aligned with 
overall curriculum goals and subject-specific learning objectives. 

Research in six secondary schools shows that most social studies teachers come from history, 
economics, or other unrelated fields, creating challenges in implementing integrated social 
studies, particularly in linking social sciences and humanities (Suraiya et al., 2024). The 
Kurikulum Merdeka approach requires teachers to have expertise in their subject area to 
ensure that the learning process is conducted effectively and efficiently (Limbong & Limbong, 
2023). Many teachers have difficulty improving their literacy skills due to difficult access, so 
real solutions are needed to overcome these challenges. Literacy issues and limited digital 
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access also become obstacles in implementing the curriculum. Despite numerous 
experiments and research aimed at making social studies learning more engaging and 
participatory for students, the core issue often lies in the teacher's ability to implement these 
strategies effectively (Hidayat & Haryati, 2023). This is a logical result, given that teachers 
have not fully adapted and that further improvement in teacher competency in implementing 
the Kurikulum Merdeka is necessary (Fadhilah et al., 2022). 

Although social studies emphasizes disciplinary thinking, inquiry-based learning, and 
community action, teacher-centred and rote-based instructional practices remain prevalent 
in classrooms. Traditional approaches to teacher education are increasingly viewed as 
misaligned with the needs of pre-service teachers and have limited impact on actual teaching 
practices, notably when adequate mentoring and instructional scaffolding are lacking 
(Fitchett & Moore, 2022). Teachers face challenges in implementing the Kurikulum Merdeka 
in social studies, including analysing learning outcomes, setting objectives, and organising 
instructional flow. However, there is a notable research gap, especially at the junior high 
school level (Mufid & Suprijono, 2024). The limited availability of well-designed field 
experiences remains a widely recognised challenge in social studies education. 

Each curriculum transition requires an in-depth study to identify the emerging challenges, 
particularly in the implementation of integrated Social Studies (Ilmu Pengetahuan Sosial or 
IPS). The purpose of this study is to analyse teachers’ readiness in adapting to the newly 
introduced curriculum. The scientific novelty of this research lies in its emphasis on 
examining the implementation of integrated Social Studies within the context of the current 
curriculum reform, which, thus far, has remained fragmented across individual disciplines 
rather than fully integrated. The central research problem addressed is how teachers cope 
with the practical demands arising from the curriculum change. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Integrated Social Studies in Middle Level Schools 

Social studies (Ilmu Pengetahuan Sosial or IPS) examines events, facts, concepts, and 
generalisations related to a wide range of social issues. It is grounded in social realities and 
phenomena, adopting an interdisciplinary approach that draws on elements from various 
social science fields (Purba et al., 2024). The learning pattern in Social Studies education 
emphasises students' educational and empowering aspects. The focus of learning is not 
limited to memorising concepts, but rather, is directed at equipping students with the ability 
to apply the knowledge they have acquired to understand and actively participate in social 
life in their environment (Andalas, 2024). Social Studies examines the interactions of 
individuals and groups within society, ranging from the smallest units, such as family and 
neighborhood, to larger communities, including villages, districts, provinces, the nation, and 
even the global level (Hasibuan, 2025). 
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Implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka 

The Kurikulum Merdeka is a flexible curriculum designed to optimize content, allowing 
students to explore core concepts and develop strong competencies. It allows teachers to 
choose teaching methods based on student needs and interests. This curriculum focuses on 
soft skills, character development, essential subjects, and adaptable learning, and it supports 
high-quality education tailored to individual student environments (Purwati & Sukirman, 
2024). The Kurikulum Merdeka represents the most recent innovation in curriculum 
development, building on earlier models with a comprehensive and competency-based 
design that aligns with students’ needs and contexts. It is intended to facilitate post-
pandemic learning recovery through an adaptive and flexible approach (Dirgantara et al., 
2025). The implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka in Indonesian schools is challenged by 
limited teacher readiness, reliance on traditional teaching methods, and inadequate access 
to training and digital resources, particularly in remote areas (Marsela et al., 2025). The 
implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka needs to be accompanied by increased teacher 
capacity in pedagogy and learning technology. Teachers are not only required to master open 
materials but also to manage interactive, engaging digital learning (Rosyiddin et al., 2023; 
Utami et al., 2025). 

 

Social Studies Learning Problems 

Social studies fosters active citizenship, helping students become political actors, but limited 
real-world influence and often simulated participation make this challenging (Mikander & 
Satokangas, 2025). The implementation of social studies education faces challenges due to 
a shortage of essential resources, including accessible materials and interactive learning 
tools, which are vital for engaging students and fostering a deeper understanding of the 
subject (Halimah et al., 2022; Purwanty et al., 2024). Limited teacher ability to develop 
integrated materials, inadequate facilities, low student motivation due to theoretical 
approaches, and insufficient formative assessment in large classes are also problems in social 
studies learning. Teachers’ tendency to focus on their specific disciplines further hinders the 
interdisciplinary goals of social studies. The main issue in social studies learning lies in the 
lack of engaging, challenging, and enjoyable instructional models. Teachers often rely on 
traditional methods, resulting in limited student involvement in the learning process (Gusni 
& Srijani, 2025). 

 

Strategies to Overcome Social Studies Learning Challenges 

In social studies learning, students often face challenges such as difficulty understanding the 
material, memorizing and recalling information presented by the teacher, and completing 
assigned tasks. To address these issues, effective teaching methods must be implemented 
(Auralynurbait et al., 2024). Teachers, as an important component in achieving educational 
goals, must be able to position themselves and adapt to various changes, including the 
application of learning technology (Bhismantara et al., 2024). Integrating critical thinking 
skills into social studies learning is an effective approach to develop students who are not 
only intellectually capable but also possess strong social character. To achieve optimal 
results, it requires enhanced teacher training, a flexible curriculum, and support from both 
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schools and families (Asyam et al., 2025). To address the diversity of students’ abilities, 
interests, and learning styles, differentiated instruction can be implemented to enhance 
learning quality and promote inclusive student engagement (Zahra et al., 2025). 

 

METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative case study methodology to analyze teachers' challenges and 
strategies in implementing integrated social studies within the Kurikulum Merdeka at SMP 
Negeri Kabupaten Tulungagung. The case study approach was chosen to gain a deep 
understanding of the context and experiences of implementing this curriculum. The sampling 
technique used is non-probability purposive sampling. Purposive sampling was used to select 
four junior high schools in Tulungagung (SMPN 1, 2, 3, and 6) with similar locations and 
student numbers to ensure representative data and consistent analysis.  

The research involved social studies teachers with at least seven years of experience, as they 
had experienced curriculum changes and could provide deeper insights into the challenges 
of implementing the Kurikulum Merdeka. Data were collected through classroom 
observations to identify practices and challenges, and in-depth interviews to explore 
teachers’ perspectives, experiences, and integration strategies. 

The data collected through observation and interviews will be analyzed using thematic 
analysis, allowing the researcher to identify patterns, themes, and the critical challenges 
teachers face. It involves systematically reviewing data, such as interview transcripts or 
observation notes, to uncover recurring ideas or concepts, including familiarizing with the 
data, coding, searching for themes, reviewing, defining, and naming them, and finally 
producing a report. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Social studies in the Kurikulum Merdeka applies a holistic, integrated approach that connects 
learning to real life and builds 21st-century skills like critical thinking and teamwork, 
preparing students for diverse careers (Karaca-Atik et al., 2023). Implementing the 
Kurikulum Merdeka challenges educators to adapt their methods and mindsets to diverse 
learners (Varas et al., 2023). 
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Figure 1. Teacher challenges in social studies learning 
Source: Interview and Observation Result 2024 

 

This Venn diagram in Figure 1 illustrates the challenges teachers face in teaching social 
studies by mapping three main aspects: teachers' educational backgrounds and mastery of 
the social sciences, students' characteristics, and policies and resource availability. 

Table 1. Result of Teacher’s Strategy 
 

No Observation Finding Teacher Interview Result Strategy 

1 The material has not 
been integrated as a 
whole, and the 
presence of children 
with special needs has 
an impact on the 
zoning system 

The teacher is aware of his 
shortcomings, especially in the 
field of history, but still explains 
the common thread in each field 
of social studies 

• Doing self-development 
such as workshops, 
seminars, and training 
without waiting for school 
and the office 

• Doing a lot of 
coordination and 
communication with other 
social studies teachers at 
school 

• Reading a lot and 
learning about areas that 
have not been mastered. 

2 The use of AI and low 
interest in social 
studies 

Students want everything to be 
done instantly when completing 
assignments, and they think 
subjects such as mathematics 
and science are superior to 
social studies. 

The existence of motivation, 
approach, and supervision 
from teachers 
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No Observation Finding Teacher Interview Result Strategy 

3 Limited technology 
and direct learning 
resources 

The school policy prohibiting 
students from bringing mobile 
phones is an obstacle for 
teachers in explaining some 
materials. In addition, limited 
direct learning resources make 
learning more theoretical. 

Teachers develop creative 
learning. 

Source: Interview and Observation Result 2025 
 

Table 1 shows that teachers have implemented several strategies to overcome the 
challenges of integrated social studies learning in the Kurikulum Merdeka. These strategies 
promote comprehensive social studies education through flexible, student-centered learning 
that supports academic and personal growth, empowering students to take ownership of 
their learning and build intrinsic motivation. 

 

Discussion 

Teachers’ challenges in implementing integrated social studies learning in the 
Kurikulum Merdeka 

In the first section, which represents challenges related to teachers (teacher category). 
Educators' educational backgrounds, including qualifications, professional development, and 
experience, play a significant role in their teaching quality and effectiveness (Adamba, 2025; 
Ramos, 2025). Social studies integration aims to develop adaptable, confident citizens. 
Teachers need integrated competence to help students think critically and practically and to 
make informed decisions about social issues (Arifin et al., 2024). 

Based on interview results, teachers indicated that they had integrated social studies by 
incorporating geography and economics into lessons on the surrounding environment. 
However, some still face limitations in mastering other social studies disciplines, such as 
history, resulting in suboptimal integration of social studies. This situation underscores the 
critical need for continuous professional development programs tailored to social studies 
teachers (Khairunisa et al., 2025). 

In the second section (students), in one of the interviews, the teacher stated,  

"The main challenge is the students' tendency to want everything instantly, including 
using AI to complete assignments. As teachers, we can recognize this from the language 
used and the students' conditions in class."  

AI use reflects rapid technological progress but also risks fostering student dependence, 
reducing independence, and stifling creativity. It is essential for students to critically appraise 
and verify the information (Rios et al., 2025; Trikoili et al., 2025). This overreliance can lead 
to a superficial understanding of content and to the uncritical acceptance of AI-generated 
information. 

Another challenge is students’ low interest in social studies, which is often seen as less 
important than Science or Mathematics and is overlooked by teachers under exam pressure 
(Bousalis, 2022). Additionally, observation results indicate that the instruction frequently 
relies on lecture methods, creating a monotonous atmosphere and decreasing student 
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engagement. Some students find social studies too theoretical and focused on memorization, 
which reduces engagement and collaboration, leading to a less dynamic classroom and lower 
motivation to learn (Prastiwi et al., 2024; Silmia et al., 2024). This is supported by research 
showing that while some students are active in asking questions and providing opinions, 
many others do not respond when the teacher poses questions or solicits their views 
(Soeharto & Ayuni, 2023). 

The third section (policy and resources), as one teacher explained,  

“The main challenge is the presence of special needs students, while my background is 
not in special education, which creates difficulties in the classroom. As we know, the 
current zoning system means students are admitted based on location rather than 
academic performance.”  

Indonesia's zoning policy has increased student diversity, including students with special 
needs, by promoting equal access to education. However, its success depends on schools' 
readiness (Fauziyah et al., 2025; Sulistyosari et al., 2023; Susanto et al., 2024). Schools 
struggle to implement inclusive education policies effectively, and teachers face difficulties 
adapting the curriculum and balancing the needs of students with and without special needs. 
This can result in less effective learning outcomes for some students (Apriliani et al., 2024; 
Nugroho et al., 2025).  

Another challenge is limited access to digital technology, one school implemented a policy 
prohibiting students from bringing cell phones over the past year to uphold student morality. 
However, this policy has both pros and cons. In the Kurikulum Merdeka framework, 
technology supports pedagogical strategies (Ningsih & Sari, 2024). Studies have shown that 
integrating digital media and local wisdom into social studies can enhance critical thinking 
skills (Supriatna et al., 2025). In modern constructivist learning, out-of-class environments 
are valued as bridges between real-world experience and knowledge, thereby enhancing 
students' social skills and relationships (Adalar et al., 2023). 

 

Teachers’ strategies in implementing integrated social studies learning in the 
Kurikulum Merdeka 

Teacher Competency 

Teacher competence is a multidimensional concept that combines knowledge, skills, and 
beliefs, shaping cognitive abilities and influencing teaching practices (Hirt et al., 2025). 
Enhancing pedagogical and professional competence is crucial for successful curriculum 
implementation (Ockta et al., 2023; Syofyan et al., 2024). Teachers need continuous 
professional development to integrate the curriculum effectively, even after college or 
specific conditions (Hadiapurwa et al., 2021; Saa, 2024; Sofiana et al., 2024). The 
implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka improves by enhancing teachers’ competencies to 
align teaching with students’ potential, supported by teacher readiness, resources, and 
technology training, as well as differentiated learning (Asep et al., 2024). MGMP provides a 
platform for teachers to share knowledge, deepen their understanding of the curriculum, and 
learn innovative teaching methods. Through workshops, seminars, and digital training, it 
enhances teachers’ professional competencies and promotes effective, current teaching 
practices (Ritonga, 2024). 
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Motivation, Approach, and Supervision 

Implementing active learning strategies, such as group discussions, role-playing, and 
collaborative projects, can enhance students' critical, analytical, and creative thinking skills. 
This approach not only improves theoretical knowledge but also practical skills. In one 
teacher's interview, motivating students increases their interest in social studies, helping 
them compete in the Olimpiade Sains Nasional (OSN). Nowadays, teachers tend to express 
appreciation to students by displaying positive emotions. Emotions play a vital role in 
supporting students' learning and academic success, as they can motivate them to achieve 
predetermined learning targets (Chen et al., 2025). Teachers' mindfulness and emotional 
intelligence significantly enhance the quality of these relationships, promoting a positive 
classroom atmosphere and better learning outcomes (Wang, 2023). 

 

Creative Learning 

Teachers with a creative mindset can overcome limited facilities by finding solutions and 
designing strategies, fostering openness, continuous learning, and problem-solving skills 
through direct student engagement (Jamil, 2023; Rabello-Mestre et al., 2025). Based on 
interview results, one example of a teacher's creativity in overcoming limited facilities is by 
connecting lessons to everyday life. Taught map skills using invitation card maps to explain 
directions, showing how real-life examples can spark dialogue and creativity in learning. This 
is supported by research indicating that creative pedagogy in social studies fosters enjoyable 
learning, with active student participation (Widiastuti et al., 2022). Using dialogue triggers 
engages students and fosters a positive learning environment, while creative pedagogy 
promotes creativity through imaginative teaching, encourages critical thinking, and supports 
the exploration of new ideas (Affandy et al., 2024). 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study underscores the critical need to enhance the implementation of integrated social 
studies education in Indonesia, as current practices often remain fragmented and lack 
cohesion. Teachers face internal challenges, such as limitations in teaching competencies, 
and external challenges, such as policy constraints and inadequate resources, all of which 
hinder the effectiveness of social studies education. Additionally, student diversity, including 
differences in learning styles, backgrounds, and abilities, further complicates the delivery of 
integrated lessons. Despite these challenges, the research findings indicate that teachers 
have adopted various strategies to overcome these barriers. As a result, these efforts 
positively impact both the learning process and student development. 
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