
Curricula: Journal of Curriculum Development - e-ISSN 2830-7917 & p-ISSN 2964-7339 
Volume 4 No 1 (2025) 403-418 

 

 
403 

https://doi.org/10.17509/curricula.v4i1.80142  

 
 

 
 

Curricula: 
Journal of Curriculum Development 
https://ejournal.upi.edu/index.php/CURRICULA/   

 
From ancestral wisdom to ethical living: indigenous parenting and moral formation in 

children 
 

Habibat Bolanle Abdulkareem1, Kamoru Abidoye Tiamiyu2, Jamila Yusuf3 
1Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria / Kwara State University, Malete 

2,3 Department of Educational Management and Counseling, Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria 
abdulkareemhabibat001@gmail.com1, kamorutiamiyu@gmail.com2, jyusuf@alhikmah.edu.ng3 

 
ABSTRACT  ARTICLE INFO 
In an increasingly globalized world, the preservation of cultural heritage remains crucial 
in maintaining an ethical and moral foundation. Consequently, character education 
needs to be implemented in parenting. This study examines the significance of 
indigenous parenting approaches, specifically their role in promoting ethical 
development in children. Through a comprehensive literature review and case studies 
from various indigenous communities, the research highlights how storytelling, 
communal living, rites of passage, and traditional guidance systems serve as tools for 
ethical education. The research examines the interaction between these practices and 
the challenges of contemporary society, advocating for a balanced integration of 
indigenous and modern parenting strategies. The findings underscore the importance 
of maintaining cultural roots to ensure the transmission of ethical principles to future 
generations, ultimately contributing to the holistic development of children and the 
sustainability of cultural identity. In its findings, the study highlights the crucial role of 
cultural preservation in fostering ethically grounded future generations. In conclusion, 
Indigenous parenting, if respected and integrated into education and society, will 
strengthen children's moral character and help preserve cultural identity and 
generational wisdom. 

 Article History: 
Received: 23 Jan 2025 
Revised: 19 May 2025 

Accepted: 21 May 2025 
Available online: 30 May 2025 

Publish: 27 Jun 2025 
  

Keywords: 
character education; children; 

cultural root; indigenous; 
parenting-practices 

 

Open access  
Curricula: Journal of Curriculum 
Development is a peer-reviewed 

open-access journal. 
   

ABSTRAK 
Dalam dunia yang semakin global, pelestarian warisan budaya tetap penting dalam memelihara landasan etika dan moral 
pada anak-anak, sehingga pendidikan karakter perlu diterapkan dalam pola pengasuhan. Studi ini mengeksplorasi pentingnya 
pendekatan pengasuhan adat, dengan fokus pada peran mereka dalam membina perkembangan etika pada anak-anak. 
Melalui tinjauan literatur dan studi kasus yang komprehensif dari berbagai komunitas adat, penelitian ini menyoroti bagaimana 
mendongeng, kehidupan komunal, ritus peralihan, dan sistem bimbingan tradisional berfungsi sebagai alat untuk pendidikan 
etika. Penelitian ini meneliti interaksi antara praktik-praktik ini dan tantangan masyarakat kontemporer yang menganjurkan 
integrasi yang seimbang antara strategi pengasuhan adat dan modern. Temuan-temuan tersebut menggarisbawahi 
pentingnya menjaga akar budaya untuk memastikan transmisi prinsip-prinsip etika kepada generasi mendatang, yang pada 
akhirnya berkontribusi pada perkembangan holistik anak-anak dan keberlanjutan identitas budaya. Dalam temuannya, 
penelitian ini menekankan peran penting pelestarian budaya dalam memelihara generasi mendatang yang berlandaskan etika. 
Kesimpulannya, pola asuh masyarakat pribumi, jika dihormati dan diintegrasikan ke dalam pendidikan dan masyarakat, akan 
memperkuat karakter moral anak dan membantu melestarikan identitas budaya serta kearifan generasi. 
Kata Kunci: adat; akar budaya; anak-anak; pendidikan karakter; praktik pengasuhan 
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INTRODUCTION 

The moral development of children has become an increasingly global concern, particularly 
amid rising moral ambiguity, family instability, and cultural erosion resulting from 
globalization and modernity. As societies transition from traditional to more industrialized 
systems, core parenting values rooted in indigenous customs and communal life are often 
overlooked or replaced (Bag, 2022). However, indigenous parenting practices offer a resilient 
and culturally embedded approach to moral education, emphasizing ethical values such as 
respect, empathy, honesty, and communal responsibility (Obiagu, 2023). Unlike modern 
parenting, which often centers on individual autonomy, indigenous parenting is 
fundamentally communal, transmitting ethical norms through lived experience, oral tradition, 
and symbolic practices such as rites of passage and storytelling (Idogho & Aneke, 2024). 
These practices provide not only moral instruction but also cultural identity and continuity, 
preparing children to become morally accountable members of their community. As modern 
educational systems struggle to instill character and civic values, the re-engagement with 
indigenous parenting offers a valuable pathway for shaping ethically grounded youth. 
Therefore, this study seeks to examine the role of indigenous parenting in fostering moral 
development and sustaining cultural richness, with particular emphasis on the mechanisms 
through which values are transmitted and internalized by children. 

Education is the primary basis for shaping children's character by fostering knowledge, 
critical thinking skills, and moral and ethical development (Zahrika & Andaryani, 2023). 
Children's education is inseparable from the involvement of both teachers at school and 
families in fostering ethical values. Children are expected to possess creative, innovative, 
independent, responsible, and capable characters in fulfilling their duties (Tambunan, 2020). 
The strategies used to engage children can vary widely across cultures, with unique methods 
and values that shape children's moral development. In the family environment, nurturing is 
usually aimed at shaping children's character. This approach ensures that children receive 
guidance and support from various individuals, fostering a strong sense of belonging and 
security. Kinship systems in family caregiving patterns often define roles, responsibilities, 
and relationships that enable children to feel cared for and guided (Muir & Bohr, 2019). 

In practice, family caregiving is closely tied to indigenous caregiving practices that are deeply 
rooted in cultural traditions, values, and communal support. Unlike Western individualistic 
parenting styles, indigenous parenting emphasizes collectivism, oral traditions, spirituality, 
and intergenerational transmission of values. Indigenous caregiving practices are deeply 
rooted in the cultural, spiritual, and social frameworks of Indigenous communities. These 
practices, passed down from one generation to the next, emphasize values such as 
connectedness, respect for nature, community responsibility, and holistic well-being. In 
school learning, nurturing children's character is often referred to as character development 
or character education. In practice, it emphasizes the learning process to instill moral and 
civilized values in children, thereby encouraging the creation of a generation committed to 
doing everything right and with purpose (Arifah et al., 2023; Utari, 2022).  

Parenting and character education are indeed interconnected, sharing the goal of shaping 
children's good character. Harmonious interaction between family and school is a significant 
factor in shaping children's character, thereby creating superior human resources (Barkah & 
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Robandi, 2024). In the current era, children's education is strongly influenced by social 
media, which disseminates parenting knowledge, giving rise to innovations in parenting. 
However, this poses a challenge for cultural preservation, as innovations in parenting can be 
influenced by outside cultures. If they are continued without regard for their cultural context, 
they can undermine cultural integrity (Aziz et al., 2024). Effective parenting must emphasize 
indigenous participation, respect for traditional knowledge, and ongoing collaboration to 
strike a balance between progress and cultural integrity. 

Character education in the school environment adopts a punitive approach to shape 
children's discipline (Syah et al., 2025). Furthermore, character education integrated into 
the curriculum can foster children's good character (Dzattadini et al., 2025). Unlike previous 
studies that emphasize character education in the school environment, this study focuses on 
parenting patterns within the family environment. In this context, understanding how 
culturally specific family engagement strategies can enhance ethical values in children is 
crucial, especially in a diverse global environment. This discussion explores the role of family 
engagement strategies across diverse cultural contexts and how they can foster ethical 
values in children. This research is expected to serve as a valuable resource for families in 
developing effective parenting practices that foster children's good character. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The Continuity Between Past and Present: Ancestral Wisdom and Ethical Living 

Indigenous parenting practices form a critical link between ancestral wisdom and the ethical 
development of children in today’s rapidly changing world. These practices are not outdated 
relics but living traditions that transmit values such as honesty, empathy, respect, 
responsibility, and collective identity across generations (Muir & Bohr, 2019). 

Methods such as storytelling, communal caregiving, rites of passage, and elder mentorship 
serve as culturally grounded educational tools that shape moral reasoning and behavior from 
early childhood (Juma, 2022). For instance, storytelling in indigenous communities often 
conveys moral lessons and teaches the consequences of ethical and unethical behavior, 
fostering internalized moral codes (Idogho & Aneke, 2024). 

In the context of increasing globalization, these practices continue to offer relevant ethical 
guidance. Integrating indigenous parenting frameworks into modern education and parenting 
systems can enhance children's social responsibility and cultural awareness (Sianturi et al., 
2025). Moreover, the intergenerational transmission of cultural norms plays a vital role in 
reinforcing positive identity and ethical stability among youth (Sun, 2025). 

Thus, ancestral wisdom is not just a historical legacy. It is a resilient and adaptive ethical 
compass that can guide child-rearing practices toward sustainable, morally grounded 
communities. Re-engaging with these traditions offers a pathway for preserving cultural 
heritage while cultivating a generation of ethically conscious individuals (Kumar TK & Niglio, 
2025). 
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The Core Focus on Parenting and Moral Development 

Parenting plays a foundational role in children's moral development, serving as the earliest 
and most consistent influence on the formation of ethical behavior. Across cultures, parents 
are the primary agents of moral socialization, guiding children through values, discipline, and 
emotional modeling (Friedlmeier et al., 2011). In indigenous communities, parenting extends 
beyond biological caregivers to include elders, extended family, and community members 
who collectively instill moral norms through culturally embedded practices such as proverbs, 
storytelling, and lived example (Idogho & Aneke, 2024). This communal approach to 
parenting strengthens children’s understanding of concepts such as honesty, justice, 
reciprocity, and empathy, which are central to ethical living. 

Moreover, moral development is not only about understanding right from wrong but also 
about internalizing values that shape long-term character and decision-making. Consistent 
parental guidance rooted in cultural wisdom enhances a child's ability to navigate ethical 
dilemmas and show resilience against negative external influences (Setiawan, 2024). In this 
context, indigenous parenting practices are uniquely positioned to nurture moral 
development by embedding children in systems that teach and model ethical behavior daily. 
Therefore, emphasizing parenting, particularly within indigenous traditions, offers a critical 
pathway for fostering moral consciousness in children while preserving intergenerational 
cultural continuity (Sianturi et al., 2025). 

 

The Cultural Richness Embedded in Indigenous Practices 

Indigenous practices are rich repositories of cultural knowledge, values, and identity, deeply 
embedded in the daily lives, rituals, and social structures of traditional communities. These 
practices are not only mechanisms for survival and cohesion but also powerful tools for moral 
and ethical education (Absolon, 2016). Within indigenous parenting frameworks, cultural 
richness is conveyed through symbolic rituals, oral traditions, songs, dances, and rites of 
passage that serve to guide children’s understanding of right and wrong, their role in society, 
and their responsibilities to others (Idogho & Aneke, 2024). 

Storytelling, for instance, communicates moral lessons in metaphorical and emotionally 
resonant ways, often drawing from ancestral experiences that embody virtues such as 
bravery, humility, truthfulness, and respect (Abiola & Abdulkareem, 2025; Martinez, 2021). 
These practices are not static. They evolve yet retain their core moral essence, 
demonstrating adaptability while preserving their cultural integrity. Thus, the cultural 
richness of indigenous practices serves as both a moral compass and a tool for preserving 
heritage, offering a holistic, deeply rooted framework for child development that modern 
pedagogies and parenting approaches can learn from and integrate. 

 

The Role of Parents in Children's Education 

Studies across Africa, Latin America, and North America suggest that storytelling is a 
fundamental means of imparting ethical lessons. Narratives featuring ancestors, deities, and 
moral consequences help children internalize societal norms (Aziz et.al., 2024). Effective 
parenting is characterized by a nurturing and balanced approach that promotes a child's 
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growth and development. Effective communication is a key element of good parenting. By 
engaging in open and honest discussions, parents can foster deeper connections with their 
children. Actively listening to their thoughts and feelings builds trust and encourages children 
to express themselves. This open dialogue not only strengthens familial bonds but also aids 
in the development of the child's communication skills (Abdulkareem & Lasis, 2024). 
Encouragement and support are vital components of a positive parenting style. Parents 
inspire their children to explore their interests and passions, creating a safe space for self-
expression. This support can manifest in various ways, from celebrating achievements to 
providing comfort during hardships, reinforcing the belief in their child's capabilities (Hassan 
et al., 2024).  

Modeling appropriate behavior is also essential in good parenting. Parents act as role models, 
demonstrating positive values and behaviors that children are likely to imitate. By illustrating 
how to manage challenges and emotions, parents equip their children with essential tools for 
navigating life’s complexities (Abdulkareem et al., 2025). Promoting independence is equally 
crucial. Allowing children to make choices and learn from their consequences fosters critical 
thinking and problem-solving abilities. This encouragement helps them build confidence and 
prepares them for future challenges (Deci & Ryan, 2000). Spending quality time together is 
important for strengthening family bonds. Whether through shared meals, outings, or simple 
conversations, these moments cultivate a sense of belonging within the family unit. Empathy 
and understanding are essential for nurturing emotional intelligence. Parents who 
acknowledge and validate their children's feelings help their children develop empathy for 
others. This emotional awareness is crucial for forming healthy relationships and navigating 
social interactions effectively (Hassan & Abdulkareem, 2023). Flexibility and adaptability are 
also important in effective parenting. As children grow, their needs and challenges evolve. 

A well-established theory of good parenting is Baumrind’s Parenting Styles Theory. This 
theory categorizes parenting into four major styles based on the dimensions of 
responsiveness and demandingness. The first and most effective style is authoritative 
parenting, which is characterized by high responsiveness and high demands. Authoritative 
parents provide warmth and support while also setting clear expectations and enforcing 
consistent discipline. Style fosters independence, self-discipline, and social competence in 
children, making it the most beneficial for their overall development (Baumrind, 1991). The 
second parenting style, authoritarian parenting, involves high demands but low 
responsiveness. Parents who adopt this approach often emphasize obedience, strict rules, 
and discipline, but may fail to provide emotional warmth or flexibility. While this method may 
lead to well-behaved children, it has been associated with lower self-esteem and reduced 
social competence (Baumrind, 1971). Permissive parenting is characterized by high 
responsiveness and low demands. Permissive parents tend to be indulgent and avoid 
enforcing firm boundaries, often prioritizing their child's happiness over discipline. Studies 
have shown that children raised in permissive households may struggle with self-control and 
responsibility. 

 

Importance of Ethical Values and Moral Development in Societal Well-Being  

Ethical values and moral development are foundational to the well-being of any society. They 
guide individual behavior, shape collective norms, and ensure harmonious coexistence. By 
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fostering integrity, compassion, and justice, ethical values create a framework for trust and 
mutual respect, both of which are essential to societal progress. Below is an exploration of 
their significance for societal well-being: reducing conflicts. Ethical values, such as honesty, 
fairness, and empathy, help minimize conflicts by promoting understanding and cooperation 
among individuals. When individuals adhere to ethical standards, they are more likely to 
resolve disputes peacefully and collaboratively. Fostering Unity: Moral principles encourage 
tolerance and respect for diversity, fostering a sense of community and shared purpose. A 
society that embraces ethical behavior tends to nurture inclusivity, where differences are 
respected and valued (Afrianti & Andreastuti, 2024).  

Ethical actions foster mutual respect and reliability, thereby enhancing the quality of 
relationships in both personal and professional settings. Facilitating Collective Action: Shared 
moral standards enable communities to collaborate towards common goals, such as 
promoting social justice and environmental sustainability. When communities embrace a 
collective moral responsibility, they are more likely to engage in initiatives that benefit the 
larger society. A commitment to fairness is crucial for reducing discrimination and ensuring 
that all individuals have access to opportunities and resources. Accountability: Moral 
development holds people accountable for their actions, discouraging exploitation and 
corruption. Ethical accountability ensures that individuals and institutions remain responsible 
for their impact on others and the environment. Civic Responsibility: Ethical citizens 
contribute positively to society by respecting laws, protecting the environment, and 
participating in civic duties (Chinwe & Chukwuemeka, 2024).  

Moral values guide individuals to fulfill their obligations as responsible members of society. 
Role Models: Morally upright individuals serve as role models, inspiring others to adopt 
ethical behaviors. Positive role models help set societal standards and encourage ethical 
conduct across generations. Personal Fulfillment: Adhering to ethical values enhances self-
respect and provides a sense of purpose and fulfillment. Living in accordance with one’s 
moral beliefs fosters personal growth and a sense of integrity. Reducing Stress: Living a 
morally upright life reduces inner conflict and guilt, thereby improving mental health and 
emotional stability. Ethical behavior promotes a sense of peace and alignment with personal 
values, contributing to overall well-being. Ethical leadership ensures that societal decisions 
are made with integrity, guiding communities toward long-term prosperity and well-being. 
Trust in Institutions: Societies with ethical foundations tend to have stronger institutions, 
which attract more investment and innovation (Suriyankietkaew et al., 2022). 

Trust in institutions fosters stability and encourages individuals and businesses to contribute 
to society's development. Societies that prioritize ethical conduct are more likely to engage 
in peaceful negotiations and conflict resolution. Challenges and the way forward: modern 
societal pressures, such as materialism and individualism, often challenge ethical values. 
Ethical values and moral development are indispensable for societal well-being. They ensure 
justice, foster trust, and build harmonious relationships, all of which are vital to the progress 
and sustainability of any community. By prioritizing ethics, societies can cultivate an 
environment of peace, prosperity, and shared humanity. Cultural Specificity in Family 
Engagement: Family engagement strategies are shaped by cultural norms, values, and 
expectations (Somaraju, 2023).  
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In Western contexts, family engagement strategies may focus on promoting individual rights, 
fairness, and the importance of personal choice in moral reasoning. Culturally specific family 
engagement strategies and ethical development are tailored to reflect the specific moral 
values of a culture. Several studies have highlighted how culturally specific approaches can 
enhance ethical values in children by promoting behaviors such as empathy, respect, 
responsibility, and fairness. In many African cultures, particularly in Nigeria, family 
engagement strategies are grounded in communalism and extended family systems. In these 
settings, children are taught to value the collective well-being over individual interests. 
Family members, including extended relatives, play an active role in shaping children's 
ethical values by modeling prosocial behaviors such as sharing, helping, and conflict 
resolution (Bentahila et al., 2021).  

A hybrid approach to family engagement that promotes both cultural and universal ethical 
values enables children to develop a flexible moral framework. For instance, Nigerian families 
may incorporate religious teachings and communal values while also teaching children about 
universal ethical principles such as fairness, empathy, and justice. Encouraging Moral Agency 
through Cultural Practices: Cultural practices, such as storytelling, rituals, and ceremonies, 
also play a crucial role in family engagement. These practices offer children moral narratives 
and models for ethical behavior that reflect their cultural values. In many African cultures, 
storytelling serves as a tool for teaching children moral virtues, including honesty, bravery, 
and respect. Similarly, in Western societies, children may be encouraged to participate in 
family rituals or community service activities that highlight the importance of fairness, 
responsibility, and helping others. These culturally specific practices contribute to moral 
development by helping children internalize their society's ethical norms while fostering a 
sense of personal responsibility (Tkachenko et al., 2023). 

  

METHODS 

This study adopted a literature review approach to investigate the role of indigenous 
parenting practices in children's ethical development. The purpose of the literature review 
was to identify multiple viewpoints on the problem under study and to determine which 
techniques to employ to address the challenges. Furthermore, it seeks to uncover theories 
relevant to the research case. The literature review method was chosen due to its structured, 
transparent, and replicable approach to collecting and analyzing existing literature. This 
review employed a deliberately qualitative approach, focusing on narrative and 
interpretation. Thematic synthesis provided the flexibility needed to explore the cultural 
depth and nuances of indigenous caregiving traditions. 

A comprehensive literature search was conducted across leading academic databases, 
including PsycINFO, ERIC, JSTOR, Scopus, and Google Scholar, to ensure thorough coverage. 
The search was limited to studies published between 2000 and 2025, with a focus on 
indigenous parenting and children's ethical development. Keywords and search terms such 
as “indigenous upbringing,” “ethical development,” “moral education,” “cultural values,” 
“communal upbringing,” and “traditional guidance” were used in various combinations, with 
Boolean operators (AND, OR) to refine the results. In addition, backward and forward citation 
tracking was used to identify other relevant sources from the reference lists of the selected 
articles. 
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Strict inclusion and exclusion criteria governed the selection process. Studies were included 
if they were peer-reviewed, empirical, or theoretical, and explicitly addressed indigenous 
care in the context of moral or ethical development. Only studies involving indigenous 
communities from Africa, Asia, Oceania, and the Americas were considered, and all 
publications had to be in English. Articles that focused solely on Western or urban parenting 
practices without cultural context or relevance to ethical development were excluded. A 
customized extraction sheet was developed to summarize each selected study, facilitating 
data analysis.  

Key elements, including author, year of publication, study location, purpose, methodology, 
cultural setting, parenting practices, and key findings on ethical development, were 
documented. A thematic analysis approach was employed to code and categorize the 
patterns that emerged across the studies. This method enabled the identification of key 
themes such as storytelling, communal living, rites of passage, parental guidance, and moral 
instruction, which consistently emerged across different indigenous contexts. A limitation of 
this study is its reliance on English-language publications, which may exclude valuable 
studies published in local or indigenous languages. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Culturally Responsive Pedagogy (CRP) and its implications for fostering ethical values in 
Nigerian CRP is an educational framework that emphasizes recognizing and integrating 
students' cultural backgrounds into teaching practices. This approach aims to make learning 
more meaningful and relevant by connecting academic content to students' lived experiences 
and cultural identities. In diverse societies, such as Nigeria, where students come from 
various ethnic, linguistic, and religious backgrounds, culturally responsive pedagogy can play 
a vital role in fostering ethical values among children. This is especially significant in Nigeria’s 
multicultural context, where students can benefit from learning ethical principles that 
resonate with their cultural heritage while also engaging with universal values. At its core, 
CRP is about making education more inclusive and reflective of students' diverse 
backgrounds.  

Scholars have described CRP as an approach that encourages students to connect their 
cultural experiences to the academic content being taught. This method extends beyond 
mere acknowledgment of cultural differences; it actively incorporates them into the teaching 
process (Abdulkareem et al., 2024). CRP focuses on three primary goals: academic success, 
cultural competence, and critical consciousness. It challenges educators to rethink traditional 
teaching strategies and create a learning environment that values all students, regardless of 
their cultural background. The goal of CRP is not just to improve academic outcomes but to 
create a classroom culture that fosters respect, inclusivity, and ethical behavior. By 
recognizing and validating students' cultural identities, teachers can help them develop a 
sense of pride and belonging, which in turn promotes their ethical development.  

 

Culturally Responsive Pedagogy in Nigerian Contexts  

Nigeria is a diverse country, home to over 250 ethnic groups, each with its distinct language, 
traditions, and ethical values. This diversity presents both opportunities and challenges for 
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the education system. Culturally responsive pedagogy provides a framework for leveraging 
Nigeria's rich cultural heritage to enrich the educational experience for all students. In 
Nigerian classrooms, CRP involves incorporating local values, cultural practices, and 
indigenous knowledge into the curriculum, making education more relevant and engaging 
for students. One important aspect of CRP in Nigeria is the inclusion of indigenous knowledge 
and practices. Nigerian culture is rich in traditional stories, proverbs, and moral teachings 
that can reinforce ethical values. By integrating these cultural elements into lessons, teachers 
can help students connect academic content with their cultural identities. This process 
enables children to see the relevance of what they are learning and understand the ethical 
lessons embedded in their cultural traditions, such as respect for elders, communal values, 
and fairness. Incorporating indigenous knowledge into the curriculum strengthens the link 
between students' cultural backgrounds and their educational experience, fostering ethical 
behaviors rooted in their cultural values (Odewumi & Anyanwu, 2024).  

Another key component of CRP in Nigeria is promoting intercultural dialogue. Given the 
country's ethnic and religious diversity, students need to learn from one another’s 
perspectives. CRP encourages teachers to create an environment where students from 
diverse cultural backgrounds can share their experiences, engage in discussions, and learn 
from one another. This dialogue fosters respect for diversity, tolerance, and empathy. Ethical 
values are essential for promoting social harmony in Nigeria's multicultural society. In 
Nigeria, moral challenges often involve striking a balance between individual interests and 
communal responsibility, a central value in Nigerian society. By presenting students with 
ethical situations that relate to their own cultural experiences, teachers can foster critical 
thinking and ethical reasoning. For instance, children can explore the consequences of their 
actions on the community and learn to prioritize the collective well-being of others over their 
own desires. This approach not only promotes ethical reasoning but also helps students 
internalize cultural values like fairness, social responsibility, and mutual respect 
(Jekayinoluwa & Adeowu, 2024). 

 

Implications for Fostering Ethical Values in Nigerian Children  

The integration of culturally responsive pedagogy into Nigerian classrooms has profound 
implications for fostering ethical values in children. By connecting ethical principles to 
students’ cultural backgrounds, CRP helps develop moral identities that align with local values 
while also promoting universal ethical principles. Through this approach, children are better 
able to reflect on their cultural heritage and make ethical decisions that consider both 
individual needs and collective responsibilities. One of the core values promoted through CRP 
is communalism. In Nigerian culture, communalism emphasizes the interconnectedness of 
individuals within a society and the importance of working together for the common good. 
Culturally responsive pedagogy reinforces this value by encouraging students to think beyond 
their interests and consider the broader implications of their actions on their families and 
communities (Oyegoke et al., 2024).  

As students learn to appreciate the importance of shared responsibility, they are more likely 
to develop ethical behaviors that promote social cohesion and collective well-being. 
Moreover, CRP encourages respect for diversity. In a country as ethnically and religiously 
diverse as Nigeria, fostering respect for cultural differences is essential for promoting social 
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harmony. By incorporating diverse cultural perspectives into the curriculum, CRP enables 
students to understand that people from different backgrounds may hold different values 
and ways of life. This fosters ethical values such as tolerance, empathy, and respect for 
others. Culturally responsive pedagogy fosters the development of critical thinking and 
ethical decision-making skills. By presenting students with culturally relevant ethical 
dilemmas and encouraging them to reflect on their values, CRP promotes moral reasoning. 

 

Challenges and Opportunities in Implementing Culturally Responsive Pedagogy in 
Nigeria  

Despite its potential benefits, implementing culturally responsive pedagogy in Nigeria faces 
several challenges. One significant challenge is ensuring that teachers are adequately trained 
to incorporate CRP into their teaching practices. Many Nigerian educators may lack the 
knowledge and skills to integrate cultural content into their lessons effectively. Another 
challenge is the curriculum itself, which often reflects a Western-oriented approach to 
education that may not fully recognize the cultural realities of Nigerian students. Adapting 
the curriculum to include more culturally relevant content is essential for making education 
more meaningful and engaging. This includes incorporating indigenous knowledge, cultural 
stories, and ethical teachings that reflect the moral values of Nigerian communities (Udeh et 
al., 2024).  

Additionally, Nigeria’s education system needs to strike a balance between promoting 
national unity and respecting cultural diversity, ensuring that the curriculum fosters a sense 
of shared identity while celebrating the country’s rich cultural heritage. Culturally responsive 
pedagogy offers an effective framework for fostering ethical values in Nigerian children. By 
integrating students’ cultural backgrounds into the learning process, CRP enhances the 
relevance of education and promotes values such as respect, empathy, communal 
responsibility, and social justice. In Nigeria, where diversity is a key feature of society, 
culturally responsive pedagogy can help students develop ethical identities that reflect both 
local cultural traditions and universal moral principles. Although challenges such as teacher 
training and curriculum adaptation remain, the potential benefits of CRP for promoting ethical 
development in children are immense, making it a valuable approach for Nigerian education.  

 

Understanding Indigenous Cultural Values in Education  

Indigenous cultures are rich in traditions, wisdom, and ethical systems that have been passed 
down through generations. These cultural values often emphasize principles such as respect 
for nature, communal responsibility, respect for elders, and social harmony. In many African 
societies, including Nigeria, indigenous values emphasize community and collective well-
being, often prioritizing the needs of the group over those of the individual. Furthermore, 
ethical principles are often expressed through stories, proverbs, and rituals, which serve as 
tools for teaching moral lessons. For instance, in Nigerian societies, respect for elders is a 
core value, and children are taught from a young age to honor their elders as custodians of 
knowledge and wisdom (Adeyemi & Adeyinka, 2002). Additionally, indigenous Nigerian 
cultures often emphasize communalism, encouraging individuals to contribute to the 
community's collective welfare. 
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Integrating Indigenous Cultural Values into Educational Programs  

Curriculum Design: Educational programs can be redesigned to include indigenous cultural 
values and practices that support moral development. This can involve embedding local 
proverbs, folktales, and stories into the curriculum to teach ethical principles. For example, 
traditional stories from Nigerian cultures often convey moral lessons about honesty, respect, 
and kindness. By incorporating these stories into literature classes or into a broader ethical 
education curriculum, children can learn valuable moral lessons in a context relevant to their 
own cultural experiences. These stories often portray virtuous behavior and highlight the 
consequences of unethical actions, serving as moral guides for children. Integrating 
indigenous knowledge into the curriculum not only helps preserve cultural heritage but also 
strengthens students' ethical foundations by reflecting their cultural values in their education. 
Collaborating with Elders and Community Leaders: In many indigenous cultures, elders play 
a central role in guiding children's moral development.  

Educational programs can build strong connections with the community by involving elders 
and community leaders in the teaching process. Elders can serve as role models and mentors, 
sharing their wisdom, experiences, and moral teachings with students. Community-based 
programs, where children are taught directly by elders, can offer experiential learning 
opportunities and reinforce moral values such as respect for tradition, empathy, and social 
responsibility. This practice aligns with the principles of communal learning, where children 
learn not only from formal teachers but also from the broader community. Communal 
engagement is a powerful tool for moral upbringing, as it provides a collective framework for 
reinforcing ethical behavior. Traditional Rituals and Ceremonies: Many indigenous cultures 
utilize rituals and ceremonies to instill moral values in their children. These rituals are often 
designed to mark significant milestones in a child’s life, such as their transition from 
childhood to adulthood, and to teach them the responsibilities that accompany growing up. 
For example, in Nigerian societies, coming-of-age ceremonies often involve lessons on ethics, 
community roles, and societal expectations (Detlor et al., 2022).  

Educational programs can incorporate these traditional rituals and ceremonies into the 
learning process by organizing community events that allow students to participate in cultural 
celebrations and rituals. By doing so, students can gain a deeper understanding of their 
cultural heritage and its moral teachings. These experiences also provide students with an 
opportunity to practice ethical behavior in real-world settings, fostering a sense of 
responsibility and community engagement. Ethics in Indigenous Knowledge Systems: 
Indigenous knowledge systems often include moral and ethical teachings about the 
environment, relationships, and social conduct. For example, indigenous Nigerian cultures 
often emphasize the ethical treatment of the environment, recognizing the 
interconnectedness of humans and nature. Children can be taught to respect nature by 
learning about traditional ecological knowledge, such as sustainable farming practices, 
conservation, and the spiritual significance of nature in indigenous worldviews.  

Incorporating these teachings into educational programs can help students develop a sense 
of environmental stewardship, empathy, and responsibility toward the natural world. By 
connecting moral development with environmental education, schools can cultivate a sense 
of care for the planet and its resources, a crucial ethical value in both local and global 
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contexts. Developing Moral Reasoning through Cultural Context: Moral reasoning is shaped 
by cultural norms, and incorporating indigenous cultural values into educational programs 
can help students develop moral reasoning that is aligned with their cultural context. By 
addressing ethical dilemmas within the framework of indigenous cultural values, educators 
can encourage students to think critically about right and wrong, fairness, and justice. For 
example, in Nigerian cultures, the importance of fairness and justice in social interactions is 
often emphasized, and children can learn to apply these values to everyday decisions. 
Cultural context plays a crucial role in moral development, enabling students to understand 
the cultural underpinnings of ethical behavior (Abiddin et al., 2024). 

 

Discussion 

Gay, in his writing, stated that CRP offers profound benefits for fostering ethical values in 
children, especially in a multicultural nation like Nigeria. CRP centers on the recognition, 
integration, and validation of students’ cultural identities within educational settings, aiming 
to make learning more relevant and empowering. In Nigeria, where more than 250 ethnic 
groups coexist, this pedagogy ensures that learners' cultural experiences are reflected in the 
school curriculum and environment, thereby enhancing ethical development. One key benefit 
of CRP is its promotion of academic success, cultural competence, and critical consciousness 
(Ladson-Billings, 1995). By embedding cultural narratives, traditional practices, and 
indigenous values in teaching, educators foster environments where children feel respected 
and included. This enhances their self-concept and nurtures ethical behaviors such as 
honesty, respect, and responsibility.  

CRP also facilitates ethical reasoning by connecting moral teachings to students' cultural 
frameworks. For instance, using African proverbs in moral instruction can help students 
better understand concepts of fairness, integrity, and communal responsibility. This 
relevance increases student engagement and helps them internalize moral standards more 
effectively. CRP fosters intercultural dialogue and empathy, which are crucial in a multi-
ethnic society like Nigeria. It enables students from diverse backgrounds to learn about and 
appreciate one another's cultural values, promoting tolerance and mutual respect. In doing 
so, it contributes to national cohesion and prepares children for ethical interaction in a 
pluralistic society (Udeh et al., 2024). 

Another strength of CRP lies in its capacity to promote moral judgment and ethical decision-
making. When educators introduce students to culturally relevant ethical dilemmas and guide 
them in resolving these issues using traditional value systems, they develop the skills to 
analyze consequences, weigh competing interests, and act in ways that promote the greater 
good of society. Incorporating indigenous cultural values into the curriculum further 
strengthens these efforts. Indigenous Nigerian cultures emphasize moral virtues such as 
respect for elders, truthfulness, hard work, communal living, and environmental stewardship 
(Adeyemi & Adeyinka, 2002). When integrated into classroom content, these values provide 
students with culturally grounded ethical guidelines. For instance, curriculum planners can 
include folktales and historical accounts that highlight virtuous conduct and warn against 
unethical behavior. 
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The involvement of community elders, cultural leaders, and parents in moral education 
reinforces these lessons. These community members serve as custodians of ethical traditions 
and can mentor children through storytelling, participation in rites of passage, and other 
cultural rituals. These interactions strengthen the moral foundations laid in school and ensure 
continuity between home, school, and society. Furthermore, CRP encourages the 
incorporation of indigenous ecological knowledge, which often includes ethical teachings on 
sustainability, interdependence, and respect for nature (Akena, 2012). Such content instills 
values that are increasingly vital in addressing contemporary global challenges. 

Despite its benefits, implementing CRP in Nigeria presents challenges. Teachers may lack 
the necessary training, and national curricula often prioritize Western models over indigenous 
knowledge systems. Addressing these barriers requires professional development, 
curriculum reforms, and policy support for the inclusion of local knowledge. Nonetheless, the 
opportunities provided by CRP are vast. It empowers learners, validates their identities, and 
promotes ethical behavior aligned with their cultural heritage. For a country as diverse as 
Nigeria, culturally responsive pedagogy is a powerful tool for fostering responsible, ethical 
citizens who are equipped to thrive in a multicultural world. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Incorporating indigenous cultural values and practices into educational programs is a 
powerful way to promote children's moral development. By incorporating indigenous 
knowledge, traditions, and ethical teachings into the curriculum, schools can cultivate ethical 
values that resonate with students’ cultural identities. In contexts like Nigeria, where cultural 
diversity is rich and varied, integrating indigenous values offers an opportunity to promote 
respect, empathy, social responsibility, and fairness. While challenges exist, integrating 
indigenous cultural values into educational systems presents a valuable approach to 
developing morally grounded, culturally competent, and socially responsible individuals, 
encouraging communal child-rearing practices to strengthen moral development, integrating 
cultural storytelling in modern education to enhance ethical reasoning, and utilizing 
spirituality and indigenous wisdom in character-building programs. Further research can help 
develop effective character learning strategies within the family environment. 
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